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For  this  holiday  season,  there's  a  special  type  of 
card  that  says  more  than  "Season's  Greetings."  The 
cards,  sponsored  by  the  Montana  Association  of 
Women  Highway  Safety  Leaders,  the  DCA  Highway 
Safety  Division  and  the  Montana  Tavern  Association, 
show  the  amount  of  alcohol  you  might  expect  in  your 
bloodstream  after  one  or  more  drinks. 

Of  course,  the  safest  policy  is  still  "If  you  drink, 
don't  drive."  But,  if  you  have  to  mix  the  two,  we 
hope  this  chart  will  serve  as  a  guide  for  safe  holiday 
travel. 

The  DCA  employees  wish  you  and  your  family  a 
safe  and  joyous  holiday  season. 
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Strip-Mining  Regs 

If  Montana  doesn't  strengthen  its  strip-mining 
laws,  the  federal  government  may  take  charge  of 
mining  and  reclamation  programs,  says  Leo  Berry, 
Jr.,  State  Lands  Commissioner. 

The  federal  government  allows  states  with  strip- 
mining  regulations  as  least  as  stringent  as  those  in 
federal  law  to  monitor  and  control  mining  opera- 
tions at  the  state  level.  Berry  outlinted  areas  where 
the  State  Legislature  would  have  to  strengthen 
Montana  law  to  meet  the  federal  guidelines,  in- 
cluding: 

— increasing  bonding  requirements; 

— requiring  liability  insurance; 

— tightening  criteria  for  a  small  miner's  exemption; 

— increasing  penalties  for  violations. 


Madison  Formation 

Should  ground  water  from  the  Madison  Limestone 
Formation  be  used  to  help  ship  pulverized  coal  out 
of  Montana?  The  U.S.  Geologic  Survey  is  drilling  a 
test  well  near  Huntley,  Montana  to  begin  to  answer 
that  question.  The  16,000  foot  well  is  expected  to 
cost  $1.7  million. 

Backers  of  the  coal  slurry  pipeline  proposal  claim 
the  water  is  of  too  poor  a  quality  to  be  useful  for 
other  purposes,  and  that  extensive  pumping 
wouldn't  hurt  other  ground  water  supplies  in  the 
region. 

Opponents  of  slurry  pipelines  say  the  pumping 
would  result  in  contaminated  wells  and  reduced 
water  supplies. 

The  U.S.G.S.  has  drilled  other  test  wells  in  the 
Madison  Formation.  One  near  Miles  City  reported- 
ly produced  water  that  was  suitable  for  municipal 
use.  Preliminary  results  show  that  the  Huntley  well 
water  is  slightly  harder. 

A  report  on  the  U.S.G.S.  findings  is  due  next 
September. 


Two  Rulings  On 
Minor  Splits 


Both  major  and  minor  subdivisions  must  be 
found  to  be  in  the  public  interest  prior  to  approval 
by  the  local  governing  body,  according  to  a  recent 
decision  by  the  Montana  Supreme  Court. 

The  December  5th  decision  concerning  the 
controversial  Hensler  subdivision  in  Ravalli  County, 
means  that  all  subdivisions,  whether  going  through 
a  formal  review  or  a  shorter  summary  review,  must 
be  weighed  according  to  the  eight  public  interest 
criteria  outlined  in  the  Subdivision  and  Platting 
Act:  the  basis  of  need;  expressed  public  opinion; 
effects  on  agriculture;  effects  on  local  services; 
effects  on  taxation;  effects  on  the  natural 
environment;  effects  on  wildlife  and  habitat,  and 
effects  on  public  health  and  safety. 

The  court  noted  that  those  subdivisions  that  meet 
the  provisions  of  Section  11-3862  (8),  R.C.M.  1947 
do  not  require  an  additional  public  interest  review, 
since  those  splits  are  deemed  to  have  met  the 
criteria.  That  subsection  of  the  law  resulted  from  a 
1977  amendment  to  the  Subdivision  and  Platting 
Act;  it  applies  to  subdivisions  totally  within  a 
master  planning  area  where  zoning  regulations  and 
a  long-range  public  works  program  have  been 
adopted. 

In  another  decision  regarding  subdivisions  in 
Ravalli  County,  Attorney  General  Mike  Greely  said 
that  a  local  governing  body  may  not  adopt  an 
unwritten,  blanket  policy  of  accepting  cash  in  lieu 
of  park  dedications  in  minor  subdivisions.  In  his 
November  24th  opinion,  Greely  said  that  minor 
subdivisions  must  be  evaluated  on  a  case-by-case 
basis  as  outlined  in  the  Subdivision  and  Platting 
Act:  "Where,  because  of  size,  topography,  shape, 
location,  or  other  circumstances,  the  dedication  of 
land  for  parks  or  playgrounds  is  undesirable,  the 
governing  body  may,  for  good  cause  shown,  make 
an  order  .  .  .  accepting  a  cash  donation  in  lieu  of 
the  dedication  of  land.  .  .  ."  ;jc:(c 


^   Carter  Signs  Parks  Omnibus  Bill 


u 


Last  month.  President  Carter  signed  the  Park 
Omnibus  Bill,  which  authorizes  $1.2  billion  for  100 
parks  and  recreation  projects  across  the  U.S.  Carter 
termed  the  bill  ".  .  .  the  most  significant  conser- 
vation legislation  to  pass  the  95th  Congress." 

But  at  the  same  time.  Carter  announced  that  he 
intends  to  ignore  an  amendment  tacked  onto  the  bill 
by  Montana's  senior  senator,  John  Melcher.  The 
amendment,  which  Carter  claimed  was  unconstitu- 
tional, would  have  required  Congressional  approval 
of  any  land  trades  larger  than  6,400  acres  in  the 


Gallatin.  Melcher  reportedly  wants  to  review  a 
proposed  land  swap  between  the  Forest  Service  and 
Burlington  Northern. 

Melcher  said  the  statement  about  his  amendment 
attributed  to  Carter  in  a  wire  service  story  was 
probably  "confused."  He  said  he's  trying  to  find 
out  where  those  statements  came  from,  and  also 
who  in  the  Justice  Department  advised  Carter  to 
ignore  the  amendment.  "I  see  no  constitutional 
problems  with  my  amendment  at  all,"  said 
Melcher. 


Coal  Board  Meets 


The  Montana  Coal  Board  awarded  three  local 
impact  assistance  grants  totaling  $80,132.00  at  its 
most  recent  meeting  in  Helena  on  November  16-17. 
The  grants  were  $27,000  to  the  City  of  Forsyth  for 
the  purchase  of  a  dump  truck;  $1,660  to  Treasure 
County  for  the  continuation  of  its  Health  Nurse 
Program  for  the  third  year,  and  $51,472  to  the 
Ashland  Water  &  Sewer  District  to  meet  current 
obligations  and  payments  on  its  bonds  for  a  one- 
year  period. 

In  other  action,  the  Board  called  for  full 
applications  on  four  projects  but  denied  two  new 
requests  for  $1,090,655.  The  City  of  Hardin's 
request  for  $755,655  to  pave  some  arterial  streets 
and  Treasure  County's  request  for  $335,000  to 
build  a  county  ship  complex  were  the  two  projects 
the  Board  turned  down.  The  four  advancing  to  the 
full  application  stage  were  the  Big  Horn  County 
Substance  Abuse/Mental  Illness  Study  for  $44,000; 
Forsyth  Public  School  Remodeling  and  Equipment 
for  $66,000;  Hardin  Black  Topper  and  Truck  for 
$32,399.55  and  Lame  Deer  Public  Schoors 
Comprehensive  Plan  for  $20,000. 

The  Board  also  heard  reports  from 
representatives  of  other  areas  of  State  Government 
during  the  two-day  meeting.  Robert  Hall,  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor's  Office,  presented  the  Board 
with  a  current  status  report  on  Federal  Energy 
Legislation  as  it  pertains  to  Montana  and  Brace 
Hayden,  Department  of  State  Lands,  updated  the 


Lt.  Governor  Ted  Schwinden  (r.)  presents  an  award  of 
appreciation  to  Dr.  W.  R.  "Bill"  Anderson,  the  first  ori- 
ginal member  to  retire  from  ttie  Coal  Board. 

members    on    proposed    new    coal    mines    and 
expansion  plans  of  existing  mines  in  the  State.     %:}; 


The  Montana  Coal  Board  will  hold  its 
initial  meeting  of  1979  in  Helena  on  January 
18th  and  19th.  The  Board  will  act  on  four  full 
applications  for  impact  assistance  and  process 
any  new  requests  received  in  its  Administrative 
Office  by  January  1,  1979. 


Airline  Deregulation  Begins 


On  October  24,  1978,  President  Carter  signed  the 
Airline  Deregulation  Act.  The  new  law,  which  ends 
forty  years  of  federal  protection  for  the  airlines, 
marks  the  first  time  in  decades  that  the  government 
has  deregulated  an  entire  U.S.  industry.  In  signing 
the  legislation.  Carter  professed  the  hope  that  it  will 
be  a  precursor  to  steps  to  minimize  regulation  in 
"other  overregulated  industries,"  including  other 
modes  of  transportation.  In  an  economy  in  which 
regulatory  burdens  have  arguably  become  an 
important  source  of  inflation,  airline  deregulation 
can  now  be  a  turning  point  of  immense  consequence 
for  a  large  segment  of  the  nation's  airline  business 
and  local  community  service. 

The  act  will  end  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board's 
powers  over  routes  and  fares  by  1983  and  abolish 
the  agency  entirely  in  1985.  Meanwhile,  its 
authority  will   be  slowly  curtailed.   Every   carrier, 


large  or  small,  trunk  or  regional,  may  lay  claim  to 
one  new  route  of  its  own  choosing  in  each  of  the 
next  three  years  without  CAB  approval.  The 
carriers  may  also  continue  applying  for  CAB 
permission  to  fly  additional  routes,  and  their 
applications  will  be  considered  without  the 
traditional  bureaucratic  delays. 

Under  the  bill,  any  city  on  an  air  carrier's 
certificate  on  the  date  of  enactment  is  guaranteed 
air  service  for  ten  years  after  that  date.  This 
includes  cities  that  have  suspended  service,  as  well. 
To  insure  this  service,  the  bill  established  a  new 
subsidy  program  and  directs  the  CAB  to  establish  a 
level  of  "essential  air  service"  for  that  city.  This 
level  of  service  can  be  whatever  the  CAB  feels  will 
meet  the  community  needs.  The  CAB  must  consider 
the  views  of  any  interested  community  and  the  state 
in  which  the  community  is  located.   (Contmued  on  t>.  6) 
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Agencies  Look  At  Dangerous 


For  several  years,  it  has  been  known  that  traffic 
accidents  tend  to  occur  at  greater  frequencies  on 
some  road  sections  rather  than  on  others.  These 
findings  led  to  developing  methods  and  technology 
that  provide  accurate  location  of  these  accident 
clusters  and  information  relating  to  accident  causes 
at  each  hazardous  location. 

For  the  past  fifteen  years  the  Montana 
Department  of  Highways,  the  DCA  Highway  Safety 
Division  and  the  Federal  Highway  Administration 
have  committed  resources  to  provide  unique 
milepost  numbers  for  each  mile  of  roadway  on  the 
Interstate,  Primary  and  Secondary  road  systems.  A 
new  accident  report  form  has  been  developed  to 
record  the  accurate  location  and  circumstance  of 
each  accident  reported  on  the  system.  Moreover, 
computer  hardware  and  software  has  been 
established  to  allow  rapid  retrieval  of  accident 
information  for  each  mile  of  roadway  on  the 
Federal  Aid  System.  In  this  manner,  accident 
clusters  can  now  be  identified  and  studied  to 
develop  measures  to  reduce  or  eliminate  accidents  at 
these  locations. 


During  fiscal  year  1978,  the  DCA  Highway 
Safety  Division  initiated  efforts  to  expand  this 
system  to  include  county  roads  that  are  not  part  of 
the  Federal  Aid  System.  Due  to  limited  funds,  these 
projects  were  confined  to  the  seven  counties  with 
the  highest  accident  involvement  in  the  state.  These 
counties  are  Butte — Silver  Bow,  Cascade,  Flathead, 
Gallatin,  Lewis  and  Clark,  Missoula  and 
Yellowstone. 

County  roads  selected  for  mileposting  were  those 
having  the  highest  traffic  volumes,  known  accident 
problems,  and  susceptible  to  being  indentified  as  a 
route  so  that  unique  numbers  could  be  developed 
for  each  mile  in  the  system.  The  phasing  of  these 
projects  was  to  have  each  county  perform  a  "true 
mileage"  road  inventory  and  the  Department  of 
Highways  identify  and  assign  route  numbers  for 
each  roadway.  The  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Division 
provided  funding  to  milepost  each  route,  to  develop 
accident  histories  for  each  mile  section  and  to 
provide  technical  assistance  to  analyze  and 
recommend  corrections  for  each  identified  accident 
cluster. 


Weatherizing  For  The  Col< 
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Winter  is  sweeping  across  the  mountains  and 
plains,  fuel  prices  are  escalating,  and  no  end  is  in 
sight.  We  all  complain,  but  most  of  us  can  sacrifice 
a  little  and  get  by — but  what  of  those  people  who 
have  limited  or  fixed  incomes?  How  can  they  cope? 

In  Montana,  a  weatherization  program  has  been 
operating  for  three  years  to  aid  those  on  limited 
or  fixed  incomes  in  meeting  the  mounting  burdens 
of  hard  winters  and  high  fuel  prices.  Under  the 
program,  those  persons  with  income  below  125% 
of  the  federal  poverty  guideline  can  receive  help  in 
reducing  home  fuel  costs.  The  program  can  reduce 
cold  air  infiltration,  caulk,  weatherstrip,  or  add 
attic  insulation,  storm  windows  and,  where 
necessary,  storm  doors.  These  simple  measures  can 
save,  on  the  average,  25%  of  the  energy  used  in  a 
home  for  heating. 

The  program  has  over  $1,600,000  for  this  year 
and  will  weatherize  2,200  homes  across  the  state. 
The  program  is  operated  through  local  Human 
Resource  Development  Councils  under  contract 
from  the  DCA  Human  Resources  Division. 


In  addition  to  weatherization,  some  of  the 
HRDC's  may  be  able  to  assist  those  low-income 
people  who  have  an  energy  emergency.  Under  the 
emergency  energy  assistance  program,  funds  made 
available  by  the  Federal  Government  can  aid  those 
who  have  extremely  high  fuel  bills.  This  assistance, 
though  limited,  is  meant  to  prevent  undue  hardships 
and  provides  assistance  until  the  weatherization 
program  can  provide  more  permanent  assistance. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  energy 
advisor  of  your  local  HRDC  or  Gary  Wiebe, 
Human  Resources  Division/Department  of 
Community  Affairs  (449-3420). 


Human  Resource  Development  Councils 
Energy  Advisors 

Ed  Picard 

Butte  Silver  Bow  Anti-Poverty  Council 

P.O.  Box  3486 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

792-7200 


Road  Locations 


To  dale,  road  inventories,  route  assignment  and 
mile-posting  have  been  completed  in  the  counties  of 
Butte — Silver  Bow,  Cascade,  Lewis  and  Clark, 
Gallatin  and  Yellowstone.  A  road  inventory  has 
been  completed  in  Missoula  County,  and  route 
numbers  are  now  being  assigned  to  the  system. 
Flathead  County  is  currently  performing  a  road 
inventory  of  its  road  system.  Yellowstone  County  is 
advertising  for  bids  to  secure  a  consulting  firm  to 
analyze  its  hazardous  road  locations  and  provide 
corrective  recommendations  as  well  as  cost 
estimates  for  the  correction  of  each  site.  This  effort 
will  be  funded  through  a  grant  from  the  division. 

In  the  future,  each  accident  occurring  on  these 
systems  will  be  encoded  and  stored  in  the  computer 
files  of  State  Highway  Information  System.  After 
this  phase  has  been  accomplished,  county  personnel 
will  be  able  to  obtain  computer  printouts  of  each 
route  and  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  each 
correction  that  has  been  applied  to  individual 
hazardous  road  locations.  jjcj]; 


Railroad  Update 


There  wasn't  much  good  news  from  our 
nation's  capitol  for  Montana's  railroads  last 
month. 

First,  the  Federal  Railroad  Administration  finally 
announced  its  tentative  recommendation  for  which 
one  of  Montana's  two  Amtrak  routes  it  wants 
dropped  — the  Empire  Builder  Route  across 
northern  Montana.  The  FRA  decision  will  go  to 
Department    of   Transportation    Secretary    Brock 

Adams,  who  will  prepare  his  own  recommendations 
to  Congress. 

Second,  a  Department  of  Transportation  staff 
member  said  areas  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  don't 
generate  enough  business  to  support  more  than  one 
railroad  company,  and  that  the  bankrupt  Milwau- 
kee Road  ran  into  problems  because  its  rates  were 
too  low.  He  said  freight  rates  may  go  up  when  the 
Milwaukee  bankruptcy  is  completed,  because  the 
railroad  will  no  longer  be  subsidizing  shipping.     :fc5j« 
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Winter  Nights  (&  Days) 


Hugh  Reynolds 

Jerry  Trowbridge 

Gary  Gaub 

District  VI  HRDC 

Opportunities,  Inc. 

Northwest  Montana  Resource  Council 

P.O.  Box  302 

P.O.  Box  2532 

Box  1058 

Roundup,  Montana  59072 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 

1st  and  Main  Building 

323-2547 

727-8162 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 
755-1567 
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Charlie  Rehbein 

Wayne  Cross 

CD 

Rocky  Mountain  Development  Council 

District  IV  HRDC 

O 

P.O.  Box  721 

P.O.  Box  1509 

CD 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

Havre,  Montana  59501 
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442-1552 

265-6744 
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Mike  Fieldman 
District  IX  HRDC 
234  East  Main 
Bozeman,  Montana  59715 
587-4486 

Darwin  Paffrath 
District  VII  HRDC 
2518  First  Avenue  North 
Billings,  Montana  59101 
248-7477 

Save  Energy,  Save  Money 

Revised  Edition 

Community  Services  Administration 

Pamphlet  6143-5 

Available  from: 

HRDC's  or  Human  Resources  Division 

Jeff  Kransky 

Mike  Barton 

** 

Action  for  Eastern  Montana 

District  XI  HRDC 

306  North  Kendrick 

207  East  Main 

Glendive,  Montana  59330 

Missoula,  Montana  59801 

365-3364 

728-3710 
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Indian  Affairs 

Criminal  Justice  Specialist 


Josephine  Neuman,  Indian  Criminal  Justice 
Specialist,  responds  to  requests  for  planning  and 
technical  assistance  and  serves  as  liaison  among  the 
seven  Montana  Indian  Tribes,  Law  Enforcement 
Assistance  Administration,  and  the  State  of 
Montana.  Prior  to  her  transfer  to  the  Department 
of  Community  Affairs,  the  Indian  Criminal  Justice 
Specialist  was  located  at  the  Board  of  Crime 
Control.  Before  coming  to  her  present  position,  Ms. 
Neuman  served  as  tribal  court  judge  and  as  justice 
of  the  peace  on  the  Flathead  Reservation. 

Currently,  Ms.  Neuman  administers  17  grants  for 
the  Montana  reservation  judicial  systems.  One 
program  of  particular  interest  to  Montanans  is  the 
"Montana  Indian  Offender  Diversion  Program," 
sponsored  by  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai 
Tribes  on  the  Flathead  Reservation.  The  program 
provides  counseling  services  and  technical  assistance 


to  Indians  incarcerated  in  the  Montana  State 
Prison.  A  major  goal  of  the  program  is  to  assist 
Indian  offenders  in  the  transition  from  prison  life 
to  civilian  life,  in  order  to  reduce  the  recidivism 
rate.  By  providing  personal  counseling  and 
employment  assistance  services  to  Indian  offenders 
and  by  maintaining  a  close  communication  with  the 
Indian  community  outside  the  prison,  the  Indian 
offender  is  able  to  readjust  to  civilian  life  much 
easier.  The  transition,  therefore,  tends  to  be  more 
permanent  and  the  recidivism  rate  is  significantly 
reduced. 

In  addition  to  this  program,  Ms.  Neuman 
provides  planning  and  technical  assistance  in  the 
grant  application  process  to  the  Montana  Tribes. 
She  also  assists  the  tribes  in  the  development  of 
programs  to  improve  the  law  and  order  systems  on 
the  seven  Montana  reservations.  ^:}c 


AIRLINE  DEREGULATION  (cont.) 
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The  CAB  has  scheduled  a  series  of  meetings  with 
state  and  local  community  officials  to  begin 
establishing  the  new  small  community  minimum 
level  air  service  and  subsidy  criteria.  The  Montana 
Aeronautics  Board  and  the  Aeronautics  Division 
will  actively  participate  in  these  meetings. 

Air  carriers  that  are  presently  serving  cities  are 
required  by  the  new  act  to  give  notice  to  the 
community  if  they  plan  to  drop  below  the  level  of 
essential  air  service.  Certificated  carriers,  like 
Western  or  Northwest,  are  required  to  give  90-days 
notice  to  the  community  in  which  they  are  planning 
to  reduce  their  operations  or  pull  out  of  the  market 
altogether.  Commuters  that  are  not  receiving 
subsidy  must  give  30-days  notice  of  their  intentions. 
After  this  notice  is  given,  the  CAB  must  do 
everything  it  can  to  find  a  suitable  replacement 
carrier  for  the  market. 

Some  officials  say  the  deregulation  measure  could 
add  more  commuter-type  flights  to  smaller  cities  in 
Montana.  Michael  Ferguson,  Administrator  of  the 
Aeronautics  Division,  says  it  will  probably  increase 
the  number  of  flights  for  such  smaller  cities  as 
Miles  City,  Glendive,  Sidney,  Havre,  Wolf  Point 
and  Lewistown.  Those  cities  currently  are  served  by 
Frontier  Airlines,  which  has  already  indicated  that 
it  plans  to  pull  out  of  those  smaller  markets.  But, 


Mr.  Ferguson  points  out,  the  deregulation  bill 
requires  Frontier  to  continue  service  until  a 
satisfactory  replacement  airline  is  found.  Most 
likely,  that  replacement  airline  would  be  a 
commuter-type  operation  that  operates  planes  of 
about  18-passenger  capacity. 

Under  the  law,  the  commuter-type  airlines 
replacing  any  subsidized  certificated  carrier  would 
also  be  eligible  for  subsidy  by  the  federal 
government  to  insure  against  financial  losses.  Some 
airports  have  expressed  concern  over  possible  pull 
outs  by  the  larger  airlines  as  they  have  obligated 
anticipated  revenues  from  the  airline  operations  to 
pay  for  new  terminal  buildings  and  other  airport 
improvements. 

In  addition  to  the  cities  listed  on  the  air  carriers 
certificates  as  of  Tuesday,  October  24,  the  CAB  is 
also  directed  to  review  all  cities  that  have  been 
deleted  from  air  carrier  certificates  since  1968. 
From  that  list  the  CAB  will  decide  whether  any  of 
those  cities  should  be  eligible  for  the  new 
community  based  subsidy  program.  After  that 
process  is  complete,  the  CAB  can  continue  to  add 
points  to  the  air  service  map,  as  long  as  the  number 
of  points  receiving  subsidy  does  not  exceed  the  total 
number  of  points  that  received  subsidy  on  July  I, 
1968.  ** 


Contracts 

Speed  Audit  Procedure 


For  the  first  time  in  the  Local  Government 
Services  Division's  long  history  (formerly  the  Office 
of  the  State  Examiner),  local  government  audits  are 
being  conducted  by  other  than  division  staff.  Under 
legislation  passed  in  1975  and  effective  July  1,  1977, 
the  Local  Government  Services  Division  may 
contract  with  Public  Accountants  licensed  under 
Montana  law  to  perform  audits  of  any  entity  for 
which  the  division  is  responsible. 

The  1975  law  that  authorizes  contract  audits 
represents  an  attempt  by  DCA  to  achieve  more 
timely  audits  of  all  Montana  local  governments. 
Given  the  limited  resources  available  to  the  Local 
Government  Services  Division,  annual  audits  of 
each  county,  city,  town,  school  district  and  single- 
purpose  taxing  districts  were  virtually  impossible. 
During  its  consideration,  the  contract  audit 
legislation  received  support  from  the  Montana 
League  of  Cities  and  Towns,  the  Montana 
Association  of  Counties,  the  Montana  School 
Boards'  Association  and  the  Montana  Society  of 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 

To  facilitate  contract  audits,  the  Local 
Government  Services  Division  has  developed 
comprehensive  audit  manuals  for  each  type  of 
entity.  These  manuals  contain  the  detailed 
information  required  for  financial  and  compliance 
audits  and  they  have  been  made  available  to  all 
interested  private  contractors.  In  addition,  the 
division  provides  liaison  and  assistance  to  all  private 
contractors  on  request. 

The  first  period  subject  to  contract  audits  was  the 
fiscal  year  ended  July  1,  1977.  For  that  period,  294 
contracts  were  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Services  Division.  Broken  down  by  entity  type, 
audits  contracted  were  as  follows: 

Counties  13 
Cities  and  Towns  24 
Unified  Governments  1 
Third  Class  Elementary  Schools  1 19 
First  &  Second  Class  Elementary 
Schools  42 
High  Schools  44 
School  Extracurricular  Funds  44 
Fire  Department  Relief  Associations  3 
Rural  Fire  Districts  3 
Irrigation  Districts  1 

Total  294 


For  Fiscal  1977,  contracting  has  accounted  for 
approximately  20%  of  the  division's  work  load,  and 
as  a  result  has  improved  the  timeliness  of  audit 
coverage.  :i<:Jc 


GRAPHIC 
PROFILES 
READY 


The  Montana  Graphic  Profiles,  a  supplement  to 
the  Montana  County  Profiles  released  earlier  this 
year,  are  ready  for  distribution. 

The  new  publication  contains  a  collection  of 
computer-generated  maps  that  present  comparison 
data  on  30  or  more  kinds  of  information.  Each  map 
deals  with  a  different  subject  and  on  each  one  the 
counties  are  ranked  by  dividing  the  56  values  into 
four  categories  or  quartiles.  Statistical  data  that 
went  into  the  production  of  these  and  about  70 
other  maps  are  a  part  of  the  "County  Profiles" 
maintained  by  the  Research  and  Information 
Systems  Division  of  DCA. 

You   can   order   a   copy   of   Montana   Graphic 
Profiles  for  $3.00.  Use  the  form  below,  or  contact: 
DCA  Research  and  Information  Systems  Division, 
Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601/(406)  449-2896. 
Allow  2  weeks  for  delivery. 

Make    checks    payable    to    the    Department    of 
Community  Affairs. 


Name. 


ADDRESS 


_Z1P_ 


Please  send  me 


Montana  Graphic 


Profiles.    I    enclose   $3.(X)    for    each,    a    total    of 
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FARM  HOME  111  PROGRAM  FOR 
GROWTH  &  DECLINE  AREAS 
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A  Farmers  Home  Administration  Section  III 
Area  Development  Assistance  Planning  grant 
administered  by  the  Planning  Division  recently  got 
underway  with  a  series  of  meetings  with  local 
government  officials  and  planning  staffs  in  several 
communities  that  had  expressed  interest  in 
participating  in  the  program. 

The  III  project  is  designed  to  help  rural  areas 
facing  rapid  growth  or  decline  strengthen  their 
planning  processes  and  develop  an  improved 
capability  to  control  and  deal  with  the  problems 
posed  by  the  anticipated  changes.  In  accordance 
with  a  nationwide  FmHA  program  objective, 
particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  needs  of  low- 
income  and  minority  residents,  to  the  unemployed 
and  the  underemployed  and  to  involvement  of  those 
persons  in  the  citizen  participation  process. 

The  three  to  five  communities  finally  selected  will 
receive  intensive  on-site  technical  assistance  from 
Planning  Division  personnel.  In  addition,  efforts 
will  be  made  to  involve  other  state,  regional,  and 
local  agencies  and  groups  whose  knowledge  and 
resources  might  be  tapped  to  deal  with  the  impacts 
pinpointed  through  a  community's  planning 
process. 


Federal 

Reorganization 

One  Step  Closer 

President  Carter's  reorganization  staff  has 
apparently  narrowed  down  its  recommendations  for 
improving  efficiency  and  reducing  waste  in  the 
federal  government. 

The  major  change  would  eliminate  the  Commerce 
Department,  and  enlarge  the  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development  into  the  Department  of 
Community  Development. 

The  Interior  Department  would  also  be  enlarged 
into  the  Bureau  of  Natural  Resources,  which  would 
include  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  presently  in  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

When  finalized,  staff  recommendations  will  go  to 
Carter,  who  is  expected  to  come  up  with  a  reorgan- 
ization plan  in  1979.  ^}c;^; 


Adela  Awner  is  field  operations  program  director 
for  the  grant,  with  Chuck  Maichel  as  project  field 
representative.  Carol  Daly  is  overall  Section  III 
grant  manager  for  the  Planning  Division.  In  order 
to  share  the  experiences,  ideas,  and  techniques 
gained  through  this  pilot  program  with  other  rural 
areas  experiencing  similar  problems,  current  plans 
call  for  a  series  of  written  "how  to"  materials  to  be 
prepared  by  the  staff  prior  to  the  September  30, 
1979   grant  expiration.  ^^ 
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